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MISHNA: A girl who is three years and one day old, whose father

arranged her betrothal, is betrothed through intercourse, as the

halakhic status of intercourse with her is that of intercourse in all

halakhic senses. And in a case where the childless husband of a ‘lt;irl

three years and one day old dies, if his brother the yavam engages in |
intercourse with her, he acquires her as his wife; and if she is married,

a man other than her husband is liable for engaging in intercourse with

her due to violation of the prohibition against intercourse with a

married woman.
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And if she is impure due to menstruation, she imparts impurity to
one who engages in intercourse with her who then renders impure
all the layers of bedding beneath him, rendering them impure like the
upper bedding covering a zav, in the sense thart it assumes first-degree
ritual impurity and does not become a primary source of ritual
impurity, and it renders impure food and drink, but it does not render
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If she marries a priest, she may partake of teruma, like any other wife
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If she marries a priest, she may partake of teruma, like any other wife
of a priest; if she is unmarried and one of the men who are unfit for
the priesthood, e.g., a mamzer or halal, engaged in intercourse with
her, he disqualifies her from marrying into the priesthood, and if she
is the daughtcr of a priest, she is disqualiﬁcd from Parta]dng of teruma.
Finally, if one of all those with whom relations are forbidden, as
stated in the Torah, e.g., her father or her husband’s father, engaged in
intercourse with her, they are executed by the court for engaging in

intercourse with her, and she is exempt, because she is a minor.
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intercourse with her, and she is exempt, because she is a minor.
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the starus of intercourse with her is nort thar of intercourse in all
halakhic senses; rather, it is like placing a finger into the eye. Just as in
that case, the eye constricts, sheds tears, and then returns to its original
state, so too, in a gil'l younger than three years and one d;t}' n]d, the

hymen returns to its nr'ip,in:ﬂ state,
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GEMARA: The Sages taught in a baraita: A girl who is three years old
is betrothed through intercourse; this is the statement of Rabbi
Meir. And the Rabbis say: She must be three years and one day old.
The Gemara asks: What is the difference between their opinions, as
both agree that she cannot be betrothed before the age of three? The
Sages of the school of Rabbi Yannai said: There is a difference
between their opinions in the case of a girl on the eve of the first day
of the fourth year of her life. According to Rabbi Meir, she can be
betrothed through intercourse, as on this day three years are complete,
whereas the Rabbis maintain that she cannort be betrothed in this

manncr, as ShC h"l& not }’E[ El'ltl:.‘l'l?.d [h{! ﬂl’Sf dﬂ}' DF l'lCl' fCILIl'[il }'C'.‘ll’.
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whereas the Rabbis maintain that she cannot be betrothed in this

manner, as she has not yet entered the first day of her fourth year.
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And Rabbi Yohanan said: There is a difference between their opinions
with regard to the issue of whether thirty days in a year are considered
equivalent ro a year. Rabbi Meir maintains thar thirty days in a year are
considered cquiv:ﬂcnt to a year, and therefore a girl aged two years and
thirty days is already considered like a three-year-old and may be
betrothed through intercourse. By contrast, the Rabbis contend that
thirty days in a year are not considered equivalent to a year, and she
may be betrothed through intercourse only upon reaching the age of
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three years and one day.
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The Gemara raises an objection against the explanation of Rabbi

Yannai from a baraita: A girl who is three years old, and even one who

is two years and one day old, is betrothed through intercourse; this
is the statement of Rabbi Meir. And the Rabbis say: She must be

three years and one day old.
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