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The William Davidson Talmud (Koren - Steinsale)
who lights up his eyes and stands him on his feet?
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And Rabbi Elazar said: What is the meaning of that which is written:
“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2:23)?

This teaches that Adam had intercourse with each animal and beast
in his search for his mate, and his mind was not at ease, in accordance

with the verse: “And for Adam, there was not found a hc]pmam for

him” (Genesis 2:20), until he had intercourse with Eve.
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The Gemara asks: And is it correct that one who repents of the sin of
forbidden sexual intercourse does not die? But isn't it taught in a
baraita: They said about Rabbi Elazar ben Durdayya that he was so
promiscuous that he did not leave one prostitute in the world with
whom he did not engage in sexual intercourse. Once, he heard that
there was one prostitute in one of the cities overseas who would take
a purse full of dinars as her payment. He took a purse full of dinars

and went and crossed seven rivers to reach her. When thev were
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a purse full of dinars as her payment. He took a purse full of dinars
and went and crossed seven rivers to reach her. When they were
engaged in the matters to which they were accustomed, a euphemism
for intercourse, she passed wind and said: Just as this passed wind
will not return to its place, so too Elazar ben Durdayya will not be

accepted in l'EPElltE.IICE, even iF hC were o ﬂ'}' to rcpent.
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This statement deeply shocked Elazar ben Durdayya, and he went and

sat between two mountains and hills and said: Mountains and hills,
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This statement deeply shocked Elazar ben Durdayya, and he went and
sat between two mountains and hills and said: Mountains and hills,
pray for mercy on my behalf, so that my repentance will be accepred.
They said to him: Before we pray for mercy on your behalf, we must
pray for mercy on our own behalf, as it is stated: “For the mountains
may depart, and the hills be removed” (Isaiah 54:10). He said:
Heaven and earth, pray for mercy on my behalf. They said to him:
Before we pray for mercy on your behalf, we must pray for mercy on

our own behalf, as it is stated: “For the heavens shall vanish away
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This statement dccpl}' shocked Elazar ben Durday}ra, and he went and
sat between two mountains and hills and said: Mountains and hills,
pray for mercy on my behalf, so that my repentance will be accepred.
They said to him: Before we pray for mercy on your behalf, we must
pray for mercy on our own behalf, as it is stated: “For the mountains
may dl:part, and the hills be removed” (Isaiah 54:10). He said:
Heaven and earth, pray for mercy on my behalf. They said to him:
Before we pray for mercy on your behalf, we must pray for mercy on
our own behalf, as it is stated: “For the heavens shall vanish away

like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment” (Isaiah 51:6).
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One who seeks to know that the demons exist should place fine ashes
around his bed, and in the morning the demons’ footprints appear
like chickens’ footprints, in the ash. One who seeks to see them
should take the afterbirth of a firstborn female black cat, born to a

firstborn female black cat, burn it in the fire, grind it and place it in

his eyes, and he will see them. He must then place the ashes in an
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One who seeks to know that the demons exist should place fine ashes
around his bed, and in the morning the demons’ footprints appear
like chickens’ footprints, in the ash. One who seeks to see them
should take the afterbirth of a firstborn female black cat, born to a
firstborn female black cat, burn it in the fire, grind it and place it in
his eyes, and he will see them. He must then place the ashes in an
iron tube sealed with an iron seal [gushpanka) lest the demons steal
it from him, and then seal the opening so he will not be harmed.
Rav Beivai bar Abaye performed this procedure, saw the demons, and
was harmed. The Sages prayed for mercy on his behalf and he was
healed.
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§ Rava says: If one bound another and he died of starvation, he is
exempt from the liability to receive a court-imposed death penalty, as it
was not his action that caused the death of the victim. Even if the
victim was hungry when he was bound, the starvation that caused his
death ensued at a later stage. The one who bound him is liable to be
punished by the heavenly court. And Rava says: If one bound another
in the sun and he died of the hear, or in a cold place and he died of
exposure, he is liable to be executed, as from the moment that he
bound him, the victim began dying. But if one bound another in a
place that at the time was not exposed to the sun or the cold, even
though ultimately the sun would arrive at that place, or ultimately

the cold would reach thar place, he is exempt from execution, as when
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he bound the victim, the future cause of death was not present.
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And Rava says: If one bound another before a lion, he is exempt from
execution. Since perhaps the lion will choose not to prey on the victim
it was not his action that caused the clarnagc. If he bound another
before mosquitoes he is liable to be executed, as inevitably, the
mosquitoes will bite him until he dies. Rav Ashi says: Even if he bound
an individual before mosquitoes he is exempt from execution, as the
mosquitoes who were there when he bound the individual are not the
ones who killed him. Rather, those mosquitoes went and these other
mosquitoes came. Therefore, this case is comparable to the case where
one bound another in a place where the sun or the cold would

ultimarely arrive.
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